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    Name of Host  

    Organisation

1.  Interchange Manager’s details


             Name

     Organisation/

        Department


              Address

         Telephone                                               Fax number

             Number

               

               E-mail


Type of Opportunity

2.  Details of hosting opportunity

      Description of opportunity

	The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) is offering a secondment opportunity for a Senior Science Advisor (Science Advice & Engagement) to support the Department’s Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA) in leading and managing DAERA’s Science System.
DAERA has a reliance on science to help achieve its strategic outcomes. Science is used inform policy development, meet statutory obligations, measure outcomes, provide advice and information, manage risks to society and support rural areas.  Science evidence will be critically important in informing DAERA’s response to key strategic challenges, including transition from the EU, climate change and sustainable economic growth, and will be essential to finding the right solutions to deliver the net zero requirements while also protecting and enhancing air and water quality and biodiversity.
DAERA’s CSA is the Department’s leader and champion of science, performing a strategic role, both internally and externally with the aim of DAERA’s science being innovative, collaborative and transformative.  The CSA is the senior science adviser, leader and champion for the department, providing oversight, co-ordination and governance of science and working with science partners. 
The Senior Science Adviser will lead on DAERA’s internal and external engagement with science partners to ensure the best possible scientific and technical advice is provided to the Minister, policy colleagues, and senior civil servants.

The postholder will build and strengthen strategic alliances and collaborations with external partners and stakeholders, to enhance the quality and value for money DAERA achieves for its science, ensuring our science priorities are represented and that the impact of our investment in science is optimised. 



      Main objectives of the opportunity

	The post-holder will lead on Science Advice and Engagement through:  

· The Provision of Science Support / Advice:

· provide advice, support and assurance to the CSA to inform setting the strategic direction for science in DAERA; horizon scanning and Emergency Response Capability and contingency planning;
· Work closely with senior CSAO colleagues to prioritise and provide appropriate scientific support to DAERA policy leads;
· evaluate the validity and viability of new science proposals and provide well informed advice across the full spectrum of disciplines within DAERA’s remit;
· identify and draw on the advice and experience of experts across a wide range of fields, where required, to reach aid decision making;
· ensure science advice and analysis used to support decision making and policy development is appropriately challenged and is robust, relevant and high quality;
· perform a challenge function on how science is used to provide assurance to the CSA on responses to science policy issues;
· draw together current developments in science to provide robust advice on to the DAERA High Level Science Advisory Group to optimise its effectiveness for DAERA.

· Effective Stakeholder Engagement
· Lead on developing and implementing an external engagement strategy to strengthen partnerships with key science providers and stakeholders (for example NICS departments, CSA offices in the UK  and ROI; academia; research funders and relevant business and community representative organisations);
· Act as a conduit between DAERA’s external and internal stakeholders, to ensure effective engagement across the DAERA science system;
· lead on the exploration and establishment of new science collaboration opportunities, optimising the scientific and monetary benefits for DAERA;
· work with CSA offices and Heads of Profession across departments and administrations to share good practice and to identify and resolve cross-cutting science issues.



3.  Skills requirements

       What qualities, skills and experience is required from the individual

	The candidate will need to demonstrate the following in the application and 

interview:
Qualifications:
Applicants must have, by the closing date for applications:

1. A degree in a scientific discipline relevant to the work of DAERA, such as agriculture, the natural environment, marine and fisheries ecosystems, plant health, animal health and welfare, food, forestry or rural affairs; 

AND
2. A PhD in a natural science discipline relevant to the work of DAERA;
Essential Criteria

3. At least two years post-qualification* experience in the provision of advice on science-based issues** to Senior colleagues***, for the purposes of research commissioning and/or policy development. The experience gained must have occurred within the last six years;
AND

4. At least 2 years’ senior leadership level experience demonstrating your effectiveness at providing expert and detailed advice to senior*** colleagues, or taking decisions personally, on strategic issues concerning the organisation. 

The following clarification is provided:

*Post qualification experience can include relevant post graduate study or post doctorate experience.

**Science-based issues are defined as either: research and development, or testing/analysis, or provision of advice and information on scientific matters or the dissemination or application of the results of scientific research.

***Senior colleagues -  defined as advice to a Chief Executive or a Board in an organisation; in the Northern Ireland Civil Service this would include providing advice to Ministers, Senior Officials and Departmental Boards.
Key skills and experience required for the role

· Ability to analyse and interpret a range of science topics and communicate outputs effectively and with confidence to a wide range of audiences.
· Excellent written and verbal communication skills and the ability to act as a high-level representative of the CSA.
· An understanding of the science policy and wider scientific landscape, relevant to DAERA, in order to build credibility with a wide variety of stakeholders in government, academia and industry.
· A good understanding of the Civil Service and machinery of Government.
· Sound judgement and a focus on problem solving and thinking creatively.
· The ability to deliver under pressure, manage multiple and competing priorities, process information quickly and liaise effectively with a range of stakeholders.


	


4.  Personnel: Please state below

         Who will the individual report to? 

	Alistair Carson, Grade 5, Chief Scientific Adviser



         Who will be the individual’s line manager and/or reporting officer?

	Alistair Carson, Grade 5, Chief Scientific Adviser




5.  Transfer of learning
     Please give details of how the Opportunity will benefit your organisation, the 

     individual and their organisation. 
	The CSAO is seeking to build capacity and capability to enable it to support collaborative, innovative and transformative science for DAERA.  The wider department will benefit from the transfer of the person’s experience, knowledge and skills gained in their current organisation and the cross-pollination of this for the betterment of government science policy.
Specifically, this position requires the postholder to be able to provide robust, relevant and high-quality scientific advice to the DAERA Minister and officials. In able to provide joined up evidence they will have credible working partnerships with either an academic or other research-based institution. 
This secondment will help build the capability of the CSAO and promote mutual understanding and enhanced learning between DAERA, the secondee's parent organisation and other external stakeholders.  
This cross-pollination of ideas will be used to encourage innovation, build new collaborations and enhance the professionalism of DAERA’s science and science policy.  



6 Logistics
     Please provide details of the likely start date, duration, location, form of transport required, resources (i.e.; desk, PC, etc.) and funding arrangements for the opportunity.

	Start Date: This posting is expected to start in August 2024 or as as soon a release date is agreed subject to negotiation and security clearance.

Duration: Three years, with the possibility of an extension up to a further 2 years, subject to agreement of all parties.  The appointment will be subject to a six-month trial period.
Location: Clare House, 303 Airport Rd W, Belfast, BT3 9ED. 

Hybrid Working: It is envisaged that hybrid working will be possible in line with NICS policy and business need.

Resources: Laptop/docking station for home working. Resources available at Clare House or other Departmental offices.
Selection: A paper sift will be used to determine the most suitable applicants to be invited to interview for the post.   It is important that all applicants indicate how, and to what extent they meet the experience, skills and qualities above.  Interviews are likely to be held w/c Monday 22 July 2024.

Funding: DAERA will meet salary and associated expenses. The salary scale is currently £65, 409 - £71, 353.
Contact: If you require any further information about the post, please contact Alistair Carson by email at:  Alistair.Carson@daera-ni.gov.uk 
Closing Date: Applications must be submitted by 5.00pm on Friday 19th July 2024 to: 


For staff from all other Partner organisations: 
interchangesecretariat@finance-ni.gov.uk 

*This opportunity is not open to NI Civil Service staff


7.  Endorsement

     Interchange Manager

	Alaistair Carson


Signed:

	27 June 2024
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Secondment to the post of Senior Science Advisor, (Science Advice & Engagement) – 3 years with the possibility of an extension, subject to approval and agreement of all parties.
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